NA VNet PROJECT T O ENHANCE
MINERAL EXPL ORA TION BUSINESS IN THE NORTH

Northern Development and Mines Minister
Rick Bartolucci, announced that the North -
ern Ontario Heritage Fund  Corpor ation
(NOHFC) is investing $1.7 million in
MIRARCO'’s Northern Advanced Visualiza -

tion Networ k (NAVN et) initiativ e. Linking virtual reality facilitie s for convenientcollaboration

MIRARCO will establish  a networ k of virtual realit y facilities lin king Northern Ontario . A new facilit y will be
builtin Timmins, e xisting technolog vy in the Red Lake and Sudbur y locations will be impro ved, and a mobile
facilit y for other centresand remote miningand  miner al explor ation sites ac quired. NA VNet uses the tech -
nolog y and know -how demonstr ated in Laurentian Univ ersit y's Virtual R eality Labor ator y to now help stake-
holders ma ke critical decisions that depend on comple x spatial informatio n via remote collabor  ation with

other e xperts. This pro jectwill also dev elop and implement tools for mining and e xplor ation companies to

better understand, plan, optimiz e and mar ket their properties.

The pro ject’s success requires participation from mining and e xplor ation com panies, consultants, research -
ers and v endors (softw are/hardw are). Please letus know how you would li ke tota ke partin thise xciting
project by contacting Andrew Dasys by phone at ( 705) 671-6613 or by email at ada sys@m irarco.o rg .
For more information on NA  VNet, please visit www. mirarco.o rg/ navn et. php

GRCwelcomes new staff from across theglobe
MIRARCO and the Geomechanics R esearch Cent re ( GRC) is pleased to welcome t wo new s taff members to

the team, Dr. Giovanni Grassel li and Dr. Bo-Hyu n Kim .
Dr. Grasselli  joins the GRC team from ltal vy, bringing with him a broad knowledge of geomechanics and
ground support. As the Associate Director , he will be leading  GRC's research initiativ. = es .

Giovanni earned his Ph.D. inroc k mechanics from the Swiss Feder al Institute of Technolog y
in Lausanne. Hethen wor ked at Imperial College  London ( UK) and at Sandia National Labo-
ratories in New Mexico ( USA) where he in vestigated how discontinuities influence  the h ydro -
mechanical beha vior of rock mass. For his doctor al thesis, Giovanniw asthe 200 4 recipient of
the | SRM Rocha Medal, the most prestigious of its kind in the field of roc k mechanics.
Giovanni can be contacted at ggr asselli@mirarco.o rg .

Dr. Kim joins GRC for his post -doctor al research on Estimation of rock ma ss deformation
modulus using the stochastic and quantitative  approach for the empirical support system
by the robust design. Dr. Kim obtained his Bachelors and Masters degrees, and a Ph.D. in
Geosystem Engineering, from  Chonnam National University in Gwangju, South Korea.
Since then he has gained e  xperience in numerical modelling, site in vestigation fo r under -
ground e xcavations, and probabilistic and statistical approaches in rock engineering. Bo-
Hyun can be contactedat bkim@m irarco.o rg .

MIRARCO showcased a t innov a tioncanad a.ca
MIRARCO is highlighted in Issue Number 14 of the Canada Foundation forl nnovation (CFl) e-magazine
that aims to provide information regarding world-class, leading-edge research to Canadians. The article,
entitled These Eyes of Mine, showcases MIRARCO's Virtual Reality research capabilities, and is availabl e
at www.InnovationCanada.ca . Form ore information onvirtual realit y, please contact Andrew Dasys,
Start -up Director ,byphone at (705) 671-6613 orbyemail at ada sys@m irarco.o rg,orvisit
www. mirarco.o rg/ aboutvr.php .
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